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4iill Votes
Custody
Of Tapes
Bill Nullifies
Ford-Nixon
Docuni'qnt Pact

By Spencer Rich .
Ai,;)silﬁng;oix;}i);zsﬁewgaeral

government permanent
custody and control over all

of former President Nixon’s

White House tapes and

documents cleared the

House and Senate yesterday.

" Plans are to rush it to the
White House so President
Ford can’t pocket ‘veto it
after Congress adjourns

Dec..20 or 21.

:I‘he hill wipes out the Sept.
8__agreement between the
White House and Nixon, which
dave the former President
control over the tapes, mem-
oranda and ‘other historical
The agrecment
had aroused angry . charges
that Nixon would have such
¢lose’ control over the ma-
terials that he could thwart or .
obstruct their use in future
criminal trials related to

documents.

Watergate.

The bill, passed by voice

vote in hoth houses, covers

milli

nts ol the
Nixon presidency plus hun-

dreds of_pours.of.tapes. of

White House conversations re-
_scorded during Nixon’s term. It

Hals Thom il over T HE ju
risdiction and custody of the
General Services Administra-
tion, to be kept in the Wagh-
aré€a.
They would be “immedidtely
available for use in judicial
cither by sab-
poena or other legal process,”
according to Rep. John Brad-
emas (D-Ind.), the chief House
sponsor, and they might also

ington metropolitan

proceedings

%]

Shelt
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“The final bill also retains a
10N SCLLINE Ul &
national study commission

récommend permanent Jegigt-
,officials. The White House as

‘1ate as yesterday morning was
huniing for a member of Cob-
scek 1o

gress who_wou TiL
this provision | but :found o
takers. ;

o2

Both Brademas and Sen.
Gaylord Nelson (D-Wis,), one
of the chief Senate sponsors,
said there weren't any assur-
‘ances that President Ford
iwould sign the bill. In fact,

‘Brademas said. “I had cause .

ifor apprehension” that he
might pocket veto it if Con.
gress is out of session when
the 10-day period for the Pres-
ident to sign or reject expired.

For that reason, the bill was
to be rushed to the White
House last night. The 10-day
period would bhegin immediate-
ly, and with Congress still in
sesion when it expired, a Ford
veto would send the bill back
to the Hill for a possible over-
ride.

The bill doesn’t take any di-
rect position on whether tapes
and documents legally belong
to Nixon; it leaves that up to
the courts to de}:ide, if Nixon
should choose to bring suit.de-
claring that Congress has de-
prived him of his property,
‘However, the bill does specify,
Nelson said on the floor, that
if a court finds that any provi.
‘siop _,jggprives a person of pri-

.vate Poperty rights, appropri- -

ation. 6f. funds for compensa-
fion is authorized.

'TAPES, From Al (

A second bill affecting)
Nixon won partial cledrance
yesterday, when the Senate)
gave tentative 80-to-8 approv_a]
to an $8.7 billion appropria-
tions conference report carry-
ing $200,000 in pensions ang
staff aid for the former Presi-
dent, in place of the $850,000

isought by the Ford admi‘nis-

‘tration.

The $200,000 consists of
$100,000 for staff aid on trans-
ition expenses, $55,00 for the |
tirst 11 months of Nixon’s spe-|
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cial pension, and $45,000 for

permanent staff for the nexl -

six months. .
_Althowgh the appropriations
bill as a whole won final tenta- -

.tive Senate clearance, the Sen-

late has not yet cleared a con:

'troversial House amendment ™ -

by Rep. Marjorie S. Holt (R-
TMd.) barring. government with-
tholding of school-aid funds to ™"
.enforce desegregation. -
t It will vote today on a pro-
posed language change by Sen-
ate Minority Leader Hugh
Scott (R-Pa.)

nullify the Holt language. This
could produce a fight with the -
iHouse. Until that issue is re-
isolved, the Nixon money in the
[appropriations measure can't
ibe -released, o
The Nixon tapes bill was -
cleared after both chambérs -
;a_greed to drop a House provi.
ision allowing Congress to ap:
point a special counsel to rep-
resent Congress in any lawsuit
arising from the bill. N
Sen. Roman 1. Hruska R-
Neh.) demanded deletion of
ithe provision, and sponsors
1said presumably the Attorney.
!General could be relied upon’
[to represen( the publie inter-
!est in such suits. .
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publie inspectiion.

and Majority * -
Leader Mike Mansfield (D- -
Mont.) that would probably "



